CHAPTER    LI
THE COALITION PARLIAMENT
1919-22
GOVERNMENT and Parliament had an enormous confusion to
clear up at the beginning of 1919. A vast army had to be
demobilized, industry disengaged from the control of the war period,
expenditure cut down, the normal life of home and workshop restored.
Soldiers who had imagined that peace would restore them to their
homes on the morrow, chafed impatiently at the slow process of
demobilization, and quite early in the day gave the Government to
understand that, though they had accepted compulsory military service
in the stress of war, they would not submit to it in time of peace.
Many things had been promised them in the emotions of the hour,
" homes fit for heroes to live in," land to till, a new way of life in
which the nation would show its gratitude to those who had fought
for it, but what they most wanted at the moment was to get back
and the delays seemed interminable.
Judged as the firstfruits of the great extension of the franchise
granted during the war the new Parliament was an extraordinary
paradox. The Liberal party had been all but wiped out and Labour
decimated. Some of the men most likely to help in the work which
now had to be done were gone and their places taken by a great
company of business men, many of them new to politics, who con-
sidered it their main duty to support the Government in carrying
out the unsparing mandate of the Victory election. A step of great
significance was taken on the opening day when the Labour party
in virtue of their superior numbers claimed and obtained the alloca-
tion of seats which by custom carried with it the title of " regular
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